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The Key to Career Bliss
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KAPA has come a long way, from a tertiary
institution with fewer than 300 students to
what's now Asia's top-ranked performing-arts

academy, with an enrolment of more than 1,000. The
rise comes thanks to diligent staff who have
maintained strong academic standards and
contributed to the Academy's development in many
ways over the past four decades. Associate Dean of
the School of Music Professor Clarence Mak and
production-management specialist Wendy Mak are
two such veterans who have grown alongside the
Academy. Looking back at their long careers, both
feel fortunate to have found the key to true happiness
in their jobs.

Prof. Clarence Mak: Rare Focus on Creativity

"In the past, the majority of artists performing at the
Hong Kong Arts Festival came from overseas," notes
Professor Clarence Mak, the Associate Dean of the
School of Music and the Head of Composition and
Electronic Music. "But over the years, the proportion
of local artists has steadily grown, and many of them
are now Academy graduates. The Academy has been
a trailblazer in the training of local performing artists."

Professor Mak is one of the Academy's earliest
pioneers. Known endearingly as "Little Teacher Mak",
the modest professor is much-loved by his students.

Clarence had been a student of The Chinese
University of Hong Kong (CUHK). After graduation,
he furthered his studies in the United States, where
he learnt electronic music. Upon returning to Hong
Kong, he joined the Academy as a lecturer in music,
helping to establish an electronic music studio. He
now heads the Department of Composition and
Electronic Music.

He believes that the uniqueness of the music
programme lies in its areas of specialisation. What's
more, while CUHK and The University of Hong Kong
also offer composition, the discipline forms a
greater part of the Academy programme.
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Associate Dean of the School of Music and Head of Composition
and Electronic Music, Professor Clarence Mak has been teaching
at the Academy for over two decades and nurtured generations of
musical talent. 22 REIT R KRR EFEHLA T EEREHN
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"In a student's four years here, they compose at least
15 or 16 works, and give public performances of each
of them," Clarence says. "This is rare even for music
academies overseas."

Composing Commemorative Music

Music students both get to perform at Academy
events and also have the opportunity to feature in
external performances. Clarence still remembers
how the School of Music was invited to take part in
the celebrations for the 75" anniversary of the
grande dame of the city's hotels, The Peninsula
Hong Kong.

"We selected 10 composition students, and had
each of them write a short piece in a different style,"
Clarence recalls. These works were performed at
concerts held at both the Academy and The
Peninsula, with Professor Anthony J. Camden as
conductor, then also Dean of the School of Music.

"All the pieces were compiled in the hotel's 75"
anniversary commemorative album," Clarence
continues. The 10 participating students received
scholarships from the hotel, as well as free meals
and lodging for a day, with the two winning students
staying in the presidential suite. Clarence jokes, "My
only regret was that teachers weren't given prizes!"

In 20083, the Hong Kong Observatory celebrated its
120" anniversary. To mark the occasion, composition
students wrote a commemorative piece titled
Through Changing Climes and Times that was
subsequently performed at the Hong Kong
Observatory. "We had a lot of discussions with the
students in the process of putting the piece together,
and there were many revisions," Clarence explains.
"We were extremely busy, but very happy."

Keeping the Creative Juices Flowing

Over the years, many musicians have benefited from
Clarence's tutelage. His former students include pop
composers, classical composers, accompanists for
film and television, music lecturers at universities,
and artists pursuing careers in Europe.

"It is gratifying to see students working hard for what
they care passionately about," Clarence says. "I
often tell them, don't stop composing after you
graduate. Follow your heart, but do not set yourself
against your environment and circumstance. For
instance, if you're a secondary school teacher, you
can lead a great choir and write wonderful choral
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After graduating from CUHK, Professor Mak enrolled in a Master's
programme at Pennsylvania State University; where he also learnt
electronic music. EHENAABREREEEE Y FRTMIIKS
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works. However, if you insist on writing electronic
music and nothing else, you're fighting your
circumstance to your own detriment. It will bring
you a lot of pain."

The government has drawn up a blueprint for the
development of cultural and creative industries.
Clarence expects the Academy and the School of
Music to act as cradles of performing-arts talent.

"Our approach has always been student-centred,"
he notes. "The Academy invests the greater part of
its resources on students, providing them with
plentiful performance opportunities. This facilitates
their growth and learning as artists."

He believes that the Academy encourages what he
calls "blooming diversity", something he sees as
both an ideology and an approach. "I've attended
plenty of concerts, including ones playing non-
classical and non-mainstream experimental music,"
he explains. "Many of my graduated students are
creating this type of music. | think it's rewarding to
connect listeners through a variety of musical
styles. Opening minds and growing the listenership
expand the forms that art and culture can take in a
city. With this expansion come more opportunities
for our graduates."

Wendy Mak: Wonderful Work Setting

Wendy Mak is another pioneer, someone who joined
the Academy in 1988, and is now the Executive
Assistant for production. Despite her 37 years of
service to the Academy, her memories of her early
days here are still fresh.

"l had two job offers at the time," she recalls. One

The School of Music regularly invites musicians from all over the
world to engage in exchanges with its students. ;B 22 fR S 442
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The Peninsula Hong Kong invited The Academy composition
students to write ten pieces for the hotel's 75" anniversary
celebrations in 2003; these were subsequently compiled in a
commemorative album. ZEZ = FE¥ EAE#ASLEREHA
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), father of computer music, was
invited to the Academy to share with School of Music students
in 1993. MBS %2> R 1 Max Mathews#i#g (=) R—hh=
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position was at a publisher of commercial magazines,
the other serving as a production assistant at the
Academy's School of Technical Arts. "l was more drawn
to the latter," she explains. "The job appealed to me
more, and the new campus was very attractive."

Though the Academy's structure has evolved over
the years, Wendy's job and department have
remained unchanged. She assists the production
manager with paperwork, accounting and props.
"I've worked with seven production managers since
joining," she says. "l've been lucky to have been on
friendly terms with all of them."

The earlier managers were all from overseas, and
remained in that position for four to six years.
"Westerners tend to be more chill but they work just
as hard as locals," she says. "They just appear to
be more relaxed."

The "09-23" Challenge

Stage production is known for its long working hours.
Though Wendy's job doesn't require her to toil from
9 am to 11 pm, the so-called "09-23" challenge, she
can feel the pressure that students face.

"I think students in the past were more mature," she
says. "Some may have worked for a while before
coming to the Academy to resume their studies,
unlike the majority of students now who enter
university right after high school and hence behave
more like kids." She notes that in stage production,
the students take care of everyone and everything
both onstage and backstage. "Their plates and
hands are full, often still sending emails in the middle
of the night," she adds.

The campus that once drew Wendy to her first job
is still very attractive. As tends to be true wherever
you are in Hong Kong, though, the site suffers
from a shortage of space. "The Academy's forte is
that its students benefit from the availability of
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Executive Assistant (Production) Wendy Mak has
witnessed the Academy's development more
than a quarter of a century since joining it in
1988. EMIBR—NANNEMAELRRR » REBE
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Wendy's unforgettable encounter with her idol Chow Yun-fat
at her office in 1998. —WAN\ERWAE 15iE) BEEEE -

multiple performance venues," Wendy says. But
storage space in particular is in short supply. "This
is a problem we need to grapple with," she says.

Her friends occasionally ask Wendy whether she
gets to meet movie stars. Though that may not be
an everyday occurrence, one of Wendy's most
unforgettable experiences is bumping into her idol
on campus.

"One time the Artiste Training Alumni Association
was staging a musical at the Academy, and the
actors came to check out the venue," she recalls.
"Our office back then was right by the dressing
room. All of a sudden, (movie star) Chow Yun-fat
walked past, and he actually looked inside! I'm a
big fan of his — | even had posters of him up in my
office. So of course | asked for his autograph and a
picture together. | was ecstatic!"

Wendy has dedicated herself to the same career
for decades. But has she ever considered
changing track?

She laughs. Why would she? "The pressure is
acceptable, and | get along beautifully with my
colleagues,” she says. Most importantly, though,
"I'm happy at work every single day!" The key to a
long and successful career, she feels, is to find a
job that truly fulfils you, and makes you happy. &

Long Service Award Presentation Ceremony
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Wendy received the Long Service Award in her 25" year of
committed servics to the Academy. 5 £ % /& & £ iz 75 2
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HKAPA 40™ Anniversary Open Day
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It's that time of the year again! In celebration of the 40"
Anniversary of the Academy, a number of performing
arts activities will be featured on its Open Day to be
held on Sunday, March 2. The fabulous free events are
not to be missed!

Tour at Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus
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Chinese opera excerpt performances .
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Captivating dance performances
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Concerts
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Honorary Awards Ceremony 2024
FESITERER RS 2024
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Group photo of Academy Council Chairman Mr. Charles Yang, then Academy Director Professor Gillian Choa, Honorary
Awardees who attended and senior management of the Academy. BEZZBRRE S F FiBETLELZREREEHER
# - HEHBHNREEINREREIREEESR -

The Academy conferred Honorary Awards on ten SEZERN T _NE+_— A A HBETLEB L+
outstanding individuals on December 5, 2024 I gruxgaf={ smimghie , i o T EEEDS LA

recognition of their significant achievements and
contributions to the performing arts, the cultural
industry, and the development of the Academy. The
ceremony was officiated at by the Academy Council
Chairman, Mr. Charles Yang BBS JP. Then Academy
Director, Professor Gillian Choa, expressed her
sincere gratitude for the Honorary Awardees'
exemplary service and unwavering support for the
Academy and the community. &
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Mr. Sammo Hung Kam-po
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Prof. Frankie Yeung Wai-shing BBS MH JP
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Congratulations to Class of 2024!
IRE 2024 FREH !

The 38" Graduation Ceremony of the Academy
was officiated at by Council Chairman Mr.
Charles Yang. BES[RE =+ /\[E E X HEH
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The 38" Graduation Ceremony of the Academy was
held at the Academy Lyric Theatre on December
4, 2024. 314 graduates from the six Schools were
conferred Master's Degrees, Bachelor's (Honours)
Degrees, Advanced Diplomas, Diploma Foundations and
Certificates. The ceremony was officiated at by Council
Chairman Mr. Charles Yang, BBS JP.

Professor Gillian Choa, then Director of the Academy,
remarked, "The year 2024 is particularly significant.
Not only are we commemorating the Academy's 40"
Anniversary, a milestone signifying its achievement as an
internationally recognised conservatoire; we have also
launched our 10-year Strategic Plan, establishing a strong
direction for the Academy's future. In short, it promises to
scale up global influence on talent development, enrich
transformative learning experiences, wfoster impactful
technology-enabled research in practice, and be an
environmentally responsible community. With these
goals in mind, as in the past few years, we will continue
to build significant partnerships/alliances in the region
and globally with major educational institutions as well
as industry, and stay robust and relevant."

Group photo of Academy Council Chairman Mr. Charles Yang, then Academy
Director Professor Gillian Choa, senior management and the Bachelor's (Honours)
Degree graduates. ‘REZ2 R EG T EHER TELRIREREHTHER - E
BEREESLT (&) BARELEASR -
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School of Dance Fall Performances HFi5&2 i g

22-23.11.2024
Academy Lyric Theatre
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All dancers are School of Dance students, while most members of the production team are
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from the School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts. FiE S & 195 2R 4 ; SERER EEZiEN
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"This dance production features signature choreographies
that have defined our School of Dance, including Leila

McMillan's Three Fingers at Arm's Length, Nguyen Ngoc
Anh's Eternity Formed by Fragments, and Yu Pik-yim's
Tactical Moves. Each piece reflects the creativity and
dedication of our faculty and of the seventy-six students
who poured their hearts into this performance."

- Professor Anna CY Chan, Dean of Dance
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HE ACADEMY BALL
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The Academy Ball "Voyage", organised by The
Society of the Academy for Performing Arts (SAPA) to
commemorate the 40" Anniversary of the Academy,

{ﬁﬁi = IKJIJ—f

= - and the 35" Anniversary of SAPA, was held on

o T el LYoo iy December 7, 2024, at the Academy Lyric Theatre. The
” i b\{_ﬁ ©  event was honoured by the presence of the Honorary
% Patron Emeritus of SAPA, Mrs. Regina Leung,

=< Permanent Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism,
Ms. Vivian Sum JP, Member of the Legislative Council
of the HKSAR, the Honourable Mr. Kenneth Fok JP,
Academy Council Chairman Mr. Charles Yang BBS JP, then Academy Director Professor Gilian Choa and many
distinguished guests and supporters of the Academy.
The guests were taken on a journey through the Academy's history with performance of excerpts from iconic
Academy musicals of the past 40 years by Academy Drama students. Dance students also showcased their
talents in collaboration with celebrity performers in a catwalk show featuring a collection of high-end jewellery of
the Gala's Luxury Sponsor Boghossian.
The Academy is grateful to have the staunch support of SAPA Joint Presidents Dr. Sophia Kao Lo GBS JP and Ms.
Charmaine Ho, and SAPA's Executive Committee, and is also appreciative of the devotion and contribution of Gala Co-
chairpersons, Ms. Michelle Cheng and Ms. Candy Chuang, Co-vice Chairpersons, Ms. Laverna Chan, Ms. Shirley Jin
and Dr. Elina Leung, and the Organising Committee in arranging this spectacular event.
As the most significant fundraising event of SAPA, the Academy Ball has raised substantial funds this year to
support scholarships and the on-going development of the Academy. &
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Group photo on stage of Permanent Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism Ms. Vivian Sum (8" right), Honorary Patron
Emeritus of SAPA Mrs. Regina Leung (8" left), the Founder of SAPA and Former Academy Council Chairman, Professor Anna Pao
Sohmen (9™ right), Academy Council Chairman Mr. Charles Yang (7" right), then Academy Director Professor Gillian Choa (5
right), Member of the Legislative Council (Sports, Performing Arts, Culture and Publication) the Hon. Kenneth Fok, (5™ left),
SAPA Joint Presidents Dr. Sophia Kao Lo (7" left) and Ms. Charmaine Ho (6" right), The Academy Ball 2024 Organising Committee Co-
Chairpersons Ms. Michelle Cheng (6" left) and Ms. Candy Chuang (4" right), The Academy Ball 2024 Organising Committee Co-vice
Chairpersons Ms. Laverna Chan (3" right), Ms. Shirley Jin (4™ left) and Dr. Elina Leung (3" left), and members of The Academy Ball
2024 Organising Committee, Mrs. Christine Ip (Academy Council Member), Ms. Jin Lng, Mr. Jonathan Cheung and Ms. Yvette Yung.
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The Founder of SAPA and former Academy Council Chairman,
Professor Anna Pao Sohmen (left) and then Academy Director
Professor Gillian Choa (right) delivered their speeches at the
Gala. REMAIMAKRRIT R EESRNEE T F OMREEHIE
() MEBLRFERREHEER (A) REELRHE -

Students from the School of Drama showcased their talents in
performances of excerpts from the Academy's iconic musicals
spanning the past 40 years. BRI 22 EEEL » EREE
BIRIEB AN F R ERIB RS M S LR 15 o

performances during the jewellery catwalk show, elevating the
atmosphere of the Gala to its peak. £2FE22 b2 4 1E IR EE R IR IR D
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27-30.11.2024 7
Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre
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Academy Drama: Diebe by Dea Loher
WERE

Academy Studio Theatre
BEBREIS

Performed by School of Drama students, the production team includes members from the

School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts. FEiBIZREA R » SIEERBIEEA RS
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Seven performances of Diebe by Dea Loher have come
to a successful conclusion. The audience was delighted
by the impressive performances. Director Ms. Vee
Leong from the School of Drama expresses gratitude to
everyone involved in the production, both on stage and
behind the scenes, for coming together over the past six
months to create some wonderful moments.

REMARKS #53%
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More photos
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Performed by Sghool of- Drama students, the production team includes members of the
School of Theatre apd Entertainment Arts. £ /&1 52 iRE A 53 ) - ?\zf’ﬁ.@ﬁ@%ﬁ‘*&?\z
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The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the
organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule
should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest
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A Midsummer Night's®Drunk,.staged in November
2024, was well received. He"artfelt ‘thanks to all
students and faculty members of the productlon team
for their dedication. i Y

The play started with a crazy yet |mportant thought —
"What would love be |f the maglcal poWer of the
droplet had an expiry date”" What Would love remain

upon awakening?
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announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please
contact the Academy Box Office on 2584 8514 or email vp@hkapa.edu. £
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Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact our Venue Performance
Unit on 2584 8633 or email vp@hkapa.edu for further details. JEEE AR IE
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Aiming for New Heights 28 B¢ % [B - 8 & & &t

To nurture a new generation of performing artists and cultural leaders with a global impact, firmly rooted in Hong Kong's rich East-
West cultural heritage.

BIRREEPEEENZITIER, BEHT—RREREENNRBEEM S EM.

I/ My organisation would like to make a donation to support the general development of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts, including the following areas:

RN/ FEBRRBRZISEERESRNERE - SFBUTEHE

+ Campus Development & 252 (e.g. Upgrade of learning facilities, campus expansion I : i2H2BEHE. REIER)

+ Students Development £4-2%/& (e.g. Scholarships and bursaries 3] : 285 RENEET)

« Cultural Exchange 3T44,3%57% (e.g. Master classes, exchange programmes 40 : KBRPE. 37atEl)

+ Arts and Technology E4#7E8R4$ (e.g. Performing arts projects / research 3 : R;EBBMTIEB / HF)

Donation Amount BR&%E

[ | HK$200,000 [ | HK$100,000 [ |HK$50,000 [ 1HK$20,000

[] HK$10,000 ] HK$5,000 [ 1HK$1,000 [] Other Hfth HK$:

DONOR PARTICULARS R A B

Name of Individual or Organisation: (Mr/Ms /Mrs/ Dr/ Prof)
BRASEER2E G/ +/ RN/ BL/EHR)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

AR R EAAE)

Address it
Tel 55 - Email &

(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address 1§35 E 3 BRUIRE LB E i)
Signature 53 : Date HEf :

REMARKS f&s%

«  Atax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.

«  Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, The Hong ONLINE DONATION
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

«  Please make your cheque payable to“The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts”.

+  IBRBH1007TRIU LR BIURIFIOIAIE.
+ BRZFBEABGZR FOBBECSIITE % SERESRBREN.
© ZRBEAER (BEREPR .

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852) 2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
WEE - BUDEE (852) 2584 8729 {EHZE dev@hkapa.edu SIS .

Personal Information Collection Statement U £{B A E8868

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies with
the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy intends to
use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, p ional activities, ing surveys, or other related promotional purposes. If you do not wish your personal data to be used for the aforementioned purposes, please
send your request to dev@hkapa.edu.
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